Messigh 25 The burney DFrst Seps
[ rr-Fhor =2t e Key Verse: Matthew 4:10
l”fh€MM Jesus said to him, "Away with you,
@h{[rﬂh Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship
Redwood City, California tI!e Lord your God, and serve only
Sharing Cod's Love Where him."”
Faith and zmiily Meetr..

Datesto Remember
I Mid Week Lent Worship - February 13, 20, 27 March 5, 12
SoupBread uppe @ 6, Worship @ 6:30, Home by 7 pm
' Maundy-Thursday BMarch 20 Wo rship @ 7pm
| Good Friday DMarch 21 Wo rship led by Messiah@ Youth @ 7 pm

The burney
Lent is a burney with Jsusto the

Discipleship is al about goingwhere the master
so that we can be who the master

, doingwha the master

Eery journey has afirst step Btoday tha first step involves wilderness and temptation.

To get to know ourselves and to know what this journey means, we have to come face to face
with wha continudly tempts usto our journey and seek another way.

The Temptations of Jsus
¥Not what we would ordinarily expectE
¥What the devil doesisto fly below the radar of conventiond morality to present a
series of temptations tha can very effectively al our relationshipsat their
core: relationshipswith creation, God, and people.

The temptations tha JFsusendurestouch usvery close to home Bthey are concerned with
¥
¥
¥

Temptation #1 - it has to do with

At the heart of suslresistance to this temptation is his as Son of God (our
identity as children of God) does not depend on wha we do, or wha we have, but who we
are, and who we listen to.

A couple of questions for any of usto consider. " Do | look upon myself or ot hers
simply in terms of doing and having, or do | recognize myself and ot hers for who we are:



children of God?# Do | view my skills and opportunities as simply mine to use how | see
fit,or do | treat them asentrusted to me for use in accord with God's intention?

Temptation #2 - it hasto do with

Truging God does not mean tha God will enable our behavior. What it does
mean istha we accept the life God offers uswith its chdlenges, itsrisks, its
disappointments. It meanslivingour lives and God to make sense of them.

A couple of questionsfor any of usto consider. " Dol trust God only about my own
wants and plans, or do | trust even when God invitesme to risk in a way that seems
strange? # Issome hardship in my life a cup offered to me by God or aleap | have taken
off atall structure?

Temptation #3 - it hasto do with

Power, like techniqueor trust, must be to the purposes of God.

Power sought and obtained for its own sake, power purchased at any price anountsto
worship.

Power mug be used ingead in to God, in service to the benevolent
purposes of God.

Two more questions, then, for any of usto consider. * Where are the placesin my life
where | exercise power?# Do | worship the Lord God alone through my use of power or
do | wor ship something else?

Fsusmakes it possible for usto decide about skill, trust, and power in away tha
acknowledges his .We are free to find our identity through our

paticipaion in him as children of God, heirs of the kingdom by grace.

Next Week: (The JourneyOcontinues with Nicodemus (bhn 3: 1-17) and being
(BORN AGAIN!O



