
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s Resolutions 
 
Last week we talked about the resolution to _______________________. 
 
Getting connected to God happens when we are in _________________. 
 
This week we want to talk about the resolution to get connected to our Heritage. 
 

And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” Matthew 13:52 

 
As we talk about connecting to our heritage, there is a struggle that many people have 
between _____________ heritage and being _____________ to a tradition. 
 
 • Cutting off the Ends of the Roast 
 • First English & First German Lutheran Church 
 
The struggle for the church today is _____________ tradition and heritage. 
 
If our tradition is merely the ___________, then we as a people or a church stop moving.   
 
If our heritage is a ___________ that is sunk deep into our history, still growing – then we 
are alive and growing and like a tree, expanding our reach. 
 
 • Tying up the Cat 
 
Sometimes in the Church we spend a lot of time worrying about “tying up the cat.”  Are there 
cats that we tie up here at Messiah? 
 
We get into trouble sometimes in the church – when something becomes “_____________,” 
a part of the way that it _____________ to be in the church 
 
 
 
 

Getting Connected – to Our 
Heritage 

Key Verse:  Matthew 13:25 
And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.” 



What did good old Martin Luther have to say about all this? (the quote comes from Luther’s 
Works Vol 53) 
 

“this, or any other order shall be so used, that whenever it becomes an abuse it shall be 
straight away abolished and replaced by another…Orders must serve for the promotion 
of faith and love and not to the detriment of faith.  As soon as they fail to do this, they 
are invalid, dead and gone” 

 
What we do in here, even our history, heritage or even traditions should serve one purpose 
and one purpose only, to promote ________ ___ _________ – not to promote a tradition 
or a law or a doctrine. 
 
Connecting with our heritage means getting back to those principles that made us who we are. 
 
 

A New Year Resolution 
 
As a disciple of Jesus Christ, seeking to live out my faith in real and measurable ways in 2008, I 
commit myself to the following 
 
To respect and honor the traditions & heritage of those who paved the pathway of faith 
before me. 
 
To root my life in the growing, rich and vital heritage of my faith and to learn from those who 
have dedicated their lives to the kingdom of God. 
 
To ensure that everything my church does is done in order to promote saving faith in Jesus – 
the Son of God. 
 
When something no longer serves the purpose of leading people into a deeper relationship 
with God and God’s Son, Jesus or when a tradition of the church  stands in the way of people 
getting to know God – I will endeavor to lay it aside as old shoes that no longer fit.  
 

“Anchors Slow – Roots Grow” 


